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Discovering the Holy Land E. Ling

After my 10 day trip to the Holy Land, a lot of my friends asked me if | have felt any different. | guess they expected me
to say that I've become more fervent, more pious, more prayerful and so on. At least that's what one would assume. |
was fortunate enough to visit all of the holy sites from where Jesus was born to where He preached until the place of
His final death. To be honest, I've pondered that question myself many times but no, | don't feel any more spiritual and/
or peaceful after this journey. On the contrary, | was constantly disturbed by all the sights around me. | saw a nation
divided. | saw animosity between the Jewish and Arab states. | even saw, just amongst the Arabs, divisions between
the Armenian Christians, the Ethiopian Christians, the Orthodox Christians, the Roman Catholics and the Muslims.
There was a lot going on in that small stretch of land.

When Israel established its nation in 1967, the Palestinian population was confined to the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip as their home. The Jews, being in conquered territory, are on vigilant guard at all times against the Arabs
attempting to re-establish their lost land. In and around Jerusalem, instead of lovely local cultures, | saw concrete
walls everywhere with check points and very young soldiers carrying machines guns. | found that to be a disturbing
reminder that peace is a far off possibility.

| found each ethnic group holding ardently to traditions they could not let go. In the market, | found that the mention of
our group being from the United States excited all the shop owners and street vendors in need of our business to
survive. | found our tour guide excusing his rude behavior as being a cultural difference that should be appreciated. |
found myself angry over situations beyond my control, sad for those who do not have the ability to travel wherever they
please and upset for the lack of freedom to worship without government restrictions. In the end, | found myself, being
conditioned to accept these environmental, economic, political and behavioral factors every day on my trip as a normal
fact of life.

| discovered that | ended up judging the people based on the standards | had expected for civility. | was naive.

| expected life around the world to be similar to what | see in the United States. Through my disappointment, | then
realized God's plan. For anyone like me, we get too accustomed to a privileged way of life. God sent me to a far off
land to learn about myself and another world.

| feel very blessed to be living in a country where I'm free to travel and worship without persecution. | have realized the
importance of prayers, especially the prayers for peace. | pray for the people in the West Bank who will never know
economic wealth and will remain prisoners of their own land. Especially during this current turmoil, we should continue
to pray for those inhabiting in the Holy Land and hope that God's mercy will shine upon them to release them from
their suffering. | believe God does not only bless those who believe in His power but also His mercy.

RN AR SRR AT & SRR P IT - SR G
INES » ETSYRERESY » B REABOE - A
RTINS AR R » BB et PR
Fo AR RERIE AN ARSI ERRET S
WEGWRAFTH  TRSRULE S R - K TSIE S - B
FHE (BN T RS E R M @
b RAr R, VPR BT SLBEARIES) - R
I o WL LR LAV I - ST
SRR M 2R LA B
RBNILE T » A B Elsie Ling E44 -




FETEE R E3EE AR

Seattle Chinese Catholic Community
Our Lady of Mt. Virgin Church

1531 Bradner PI. S.

Seattle, WA 98144

(206) 458-1430 (new)
info@seattlechinesecatholic.org

VEZTRTE V0,0 XY ZERRE - BFERE - KAKFFFFFFRXXNKRXKF
o HTies [5=] H
HERE
o HEZLASAMArZE/NE A+ T H /N HAEHU potluck 1% 2R4T A R LUT iy 56 L gH R
e, A2, FEFE Kevin Chu B4 . » BB SCCC =Rk B 2LH a5k
o REBERA T H = H B SR AT A B S TS N
B, SR RN I A — R 2. v SERMPEHEZREGE T I - rlEHL ~ =
o 1) B RE s BEE AT R SRS R, ARG PARCNEE R M PR B S T -
« A IH (AN —TFRR v LETANEYT > AT HNREBOREE
M ENHE: DLBREE A . » HPREHAEN RS S - HEEY - RS
M EUR: ZERES, DAOESCAE. B \ReiRkEE. g -
» - HZ+HH () v LEMPTAE BRI RS - FRMFIREE
LI ZBEES, AE AT AR URERES. HMEAKRE > EREFE -
» SRS LETTE o BB ER
% ~ Jonathan Ko ~ Sophia Chow F&=EE 4+
(AR AV A) Wit - BB EAE -
YU > BOFRHBE - RMFITE AT
e
v SIRPIFEENCEEE TR R B S
SCCC E S 4HE
D ERTEEN—V RS > WASIEEMIZR
= AL N
BEERHE Sun 9:30am Nancy Lee ATIE -
BUaKhEE 2nd Sun after Mass Anne Liou
EZE RCIA Sun after Mass Tammy Tam
EfEE RCIA Sun 10:00-11:30am Eric Yau
HEokH 2nd & 4th Fri 7:45pm Catherine Chu
K REECHLAK Monthly Elsie Ling




